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Selected Pieces from the Ramban’s Commentary on the Torah
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Selected Pieces from the Maharal’s Gur Aryeh
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5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion

1. mmIRT IR A7 ansn qwn: Discusses two types of Avodas Hashem. Internal and external focus. Noach’s downfall was
caused by his lack of engagement with the people of his generation. See also *-X:1 117150 who disagrees with the Jwn
7mon and explains that Noach did in fact reach out to his generation.

2. N'"s p9p 937 PRy - A must read approach on the sin of the Tower of Babel. He makes an important distinction
between conformity and uniformity. This approach of the Netziv was analyzed in detail by Rabbi Dr. Gil Perl in “No
Two Minds are Alike”: Tolerance and Pluralism in the work of Neziv (The Torah u-Maddah Journal 12/2004). The

article is available for free online.




5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion (cont.)

3. N:X° 297 R The reason Hashem spread out the people of Migdal Bavel was because they did not want to exist as
individuals or communities, rather everyone together.

4. ;v meIn Shyan 2opt nyT- Discuss the halachic practice during the times of the Crusades to commit suicide rather
than convert. This practice is treated extensively by Dr. Haym Soloveitchik in his “Religious Law and Change: The
Medieval Ashkenazic Example,” (AJS, 12:2, 1987).

5. Nesivas Shalom, Pirkei Avos Ch. 4 say the first three sins in Sefer Bereishis (after the Sin of Adam) of Kayin, Mabul,
and Migdal correspond to 71231 m&n 7R1p. Do you see allusions for each? How do their punishments correspond to

the sin?

Foundations
a9 A7’y
Idolatry

The Ramban(10:8) discusses the unique rebellion of Nimrod, which, according to the Ramban, people began worshipping
idols exclusively. The Maharal (Gur Aryeh ibid.) also points out that the Torah does not discuss idolatry overtly because until
religios worship was formally established, idolatry did not flourish either. The following is an outline of some of the primary

issues related to the concept of idolatry and its treatment within Jewish thought

1. The Beginning of Idolatry
a. See Bereishis 4:20 and 4:26 “'n nwa X177 7nin T™8.” Rashi and Ibn Ezra dispute whether this is the beginning
of idolatry or prayer.
b. Beis Yaakov Ha'Kolel (R. Yaakov Leiner) end of Bereishis discusse that this generation was the third after
generation so their sense of self was solidified making God more foreign to them.
c. See Rambam beginning of Hilchos Avodah Zara as well as Ramban Parshas Yisro 20:5 (*21x *> n"T)on the
stages of development of Avodah Zarah
2. The Cessation of Idolatry
a. See Gemorah Sanhedrin 64a and Yoma 69b on how Anshei Knesses HaGedolah destroyed the yetzer harah of
avodah zarah. Note from where the nOT NTIAYT X1X' was manifest.
b. Seder Olam ch. 30 with Biur Hagrah connect the end of idolatry to the end of prophecy.
i. "a'o n'7'0'0Ma j71TY Melaborates on this connection.
3. The Nature of Avodah Zarah
a.  TNPOD VD NYWIS N'URII NI WOTA - 72X IR 7V TR KIND7IN Y91 DNF7R 2V M pnn 0'yewan ane 'y
1"7u ax1 ‘D mant (Nd N'wRNL) DNV DRI DRTR DTN
i. See'v' mix T:n* K1 '9 X"IA why people worshipped dust
b. Seex'n N> 2M1 wn 7"nn on the difference between 1"yT XX'I NIMYT RN
c. N'*QNdNIN PNY TNS 'Y P10 0AImdI NNAN PNyt Tho — Explains why in the Torah is it called 0778 NTIAY but in
Talmud it is called N1 nTIQY.
4. For Further Reading
a. The Jewish Self by Rabbi Jeremy Kagen has one of the best English presentations on the emergence of idolatry
from the school of R. Tzadok of Lublin.
b. Idolatry by Moshe Halbertal and Avishai Margalit a comprehensive and fascinating academic work.
Rabbi Akiva Tatz, Living Inspired and Letter to a Buddist Jew
d. Karl]Jaspers, “The Axial Period,” in Karl Jaspers, The Origin and Goal of History (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1953) - a historical perspective on when idolatry stopped in the world.
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